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To THE 


GENTLEMEN or ruz COMMITTEE, 


AND THE OTHER 


GENTLEMEN 
a THE 5 
SUNDERLAND ASSOCIATION, 
FOR, THE | 
SUPPORT or Tas CONSTITUTION 


AGAINST THE DESIGNS or 


REPUBLICANS xD LEVELLERS, 
THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE, 
is MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRICED, 


BY THEIR MOST OBEDIENT, 


HUMBLE SERVANT, 
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IsaAlAMH xxxXvIL. 14. E 


And Heneliab . the letter from the hands of the me, 2 - 
gert, and readit : and Hezebiah event up unto the houſe of 
the Lord, and ſpread it before the Lord. 


HIS paſſage, ns well as the reſt of the three 
chapters to which it refers, is hiſtorical; and 
relates to an invaſion of the dominions of Hezekiah by 
the Aſſyrians. Theſe people ſeem for 5 conſiderable 
time to have regarded themſelves as the natural enemies 
. of the Iſraelites ; whom they frequently harraſſed by 
inroads into their territories, and whom more than 
once they totally ſubdued and carried into captivity. 
As this was the caſe, there was no enemy of whom 
this people was ſo much afraid. They knew and dread- 
ed their power and their vindiQive _— and the paſ- 

| ſage 


B 


te 1 . 
lage which I have taken for the ſubjeR of this diſcourſe, 


refers to an univerſal terror excited by the threats 
of Sennacherib. 


* 


Ix the fourteenth year of the reign of Hezekiah, 
it appears that this haughty prince made an incurſion 
into Judea, laid fiege to moſt of its fortified cities, and 
took them. The piety of a ſovereign, or even of his 
ubjects, cannot always ſecure them from public cala- 


mity. The reign of Hezekiah was one of the flouriſhing 
periods in the Jewiſh hiſtory. The king was religious 
and the people being wiſely governed, were in a ftate 
of conſiderable reformation. Many abuſes of former 
times were corrected. Goodneſs and piety were coun- 
tenanced ; and vice, if not totally ſubdued, which 
indeed has never yet been the caſe, was at leaſt obliged 


to hide her head, and to perform her enormities in 
ſecret. Accordingly in the 32d chapter of this pro- 
phecy, we are preſented, though it is delivered, accord- 
ing to the prophetic made, in the future tenſe, with a 
hiſtory of the reign of this pious prince, and of its 
good effect on the public mind, and on the public 
proſperity. | . 


Sons think, and make no ſcruple to ſay, that kings 
have been always villains and tyrants, plunderers of 
| the 


ma 


_—_ 
the people, public robbers and ſpoilers ; men,” who,- 
raiſed into high diſtinction above others, have made 
uſe of that diſtinction for the ſole purpoſes of avarice 
and deſpotiſm. But this is not true. The king of 
Iſrael, Hezekiah, is mentioned, and he; is not the only 
one in ſcripture hiſtory, as a king who reigned “ in 
righteouſneſs and judgment.“ It is ſaid that he was 
the ſupport and protector of the helpleſs, and the a- 
venger of their wrongs ; or in the figurative language 
of the prophet, he was „an hiding place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempeſt ; as rivers of wa- 
ter in a dry place; as the ſhadow of a great rock in a 
weary land.“ In his time * judgment dwelt in the 
wilderneſs, and righteouſneſs in the fruitful field; the 
work of righteouſneſs was peace, and the effect of it 
quietneſs,”” and perpetual ſecurity; and abundance 
every where. They * ſowed,”” ſays the prophet, *be+ 
fide all waters; and ſent thither the feet of the ox and 
the aſs,” 


Fer this good king was not without his troubles, 
He was wounded in the tendereſt part, in the threat- 
ened calamity of his people by a cruel and unrelenting 
enemy. We are told that Sennacherib,, having con- 
quered many cities, ſent Rabſhakeh from Lachiſh to 
Hezekiah, at Jeruſalem, at the head of a great army, 

with 
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with a meſſage, to the laſt degree, inſolent, preſumpuous 
and profane. It was not enough that he reproached 
Hezekiah with the little confidence he could have in 
Egypt, or in any earthly power. He was not afraid, 
like his modern diſciples, to blaſpheme God, and 8 
| to ſay to the people, © beware leſt Hezekiah perſuade 
you, ſaying, the Lord will deliver us. Hath any of 
the Gods of the nations delivered his land out of the 
hand of the kings of Aſſyria? Where are the gods of . 
Hamath and Arphad ? Where are the gods of Seph- 
arvaim? And have they delivered Samaria out of my 
hand? Who are they, amongſt all the gods of theſe 
lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, 
that the Lord ſhould deliver Jeruſalem out of my hand?” 


sven was the ſpecc of Rabſhakeh ; and it was en- 
forced by a ſimilar letter from his maſter. Is there any 
man ſo blind as not to perceive the parallel? Or can 
any thing be more congenial than the language of this 
blaſphemous Aſſyrian and that of eur modern Refor- 
mers upon the Continent? Judea' was invaded in the 
reign of one of its beſt princes, and in the moment of its 
1 ptroſperity. This Country never was more wiſely and 
mildly governed, nor was it ever ſo proſperous. as on 


[ 5 the eve of the preſent war. Yet this is the moment 
| | - - which our prophets of evil at home, and our enemies 
Wil | 9 | abroad 
0 . : 


E91 : 
abroad have choſen, to perſuade us that we are in the 
worſt condition imaginable; that we are all flaves ; but 
that in pure pity to our abject and dejected ftate, the 
patriots here will unite with the patriots over the wa- 


ter, and that they, as a ſingular favour, will come over 


to our deliverance, with liberty and fraternity. in their 
hands! But, if we refuſe the favour, they will never- 
theleſs be with us. The very day has been fixed! 
To the ſcandal of the Engliſh name, men in this country 


have not bluſhed to accept the infamous title of French - 


Citizens; and not a few have united with the common e- 


nemy in his deſigns upon the land in which they were 
born. ov =} tt 0 Te 


Tus effect of Rabſhakeh's meſſage on Hezekiah is 
briefly, but pathetically deſchbed; He rent his 


e cloaths and covered himſelf with ſackcloth.” But 


he did not abſolutely deſpair. He knew indeed that 
his. armies. were inſufficient ; and that he had not 


ſtrength to cope with ſo formidable an adverſary, But 
he knew that there is help in God, His piety came 


to his relief; and he ſent meſſengers to Iſaiah the 
prophet ſaying, thus ſaith Hezekiah, this day is a day of 


trouble, and of rebuke, and of blaſphemy ; for the chil- : 


dren are come to the birth, and there is not ſtrength to 
bring forth. It may be the Lord thy God will hear 
the. words of Rabſhakeb, whom the king of Aſſyria, 

| | >_> 
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bis Maſter hath ſent to reproach the living God, and will 
reprove the words whieh the Lord thy God hath heard; 


wherejore lift up thy prayer for the remnant thaz 
is left.” 451 


Tax advice of the king to the prophet, an advice 
which himſelf alſo followed, when he ſpread. the letter 
of Sennacherib before the Lard and prayed, is t the ſame 
which 1 is recommended by « our Sovereign cn the preſent 
eben The thrones of all kings are intended to be 
if overturned. All Europe is threatened by an impious 
and cruel nation: and nothing remains but that we 


| ſtould pray to God for ſucceſs in a war as truly righ- 
teons as ever yet was undertaken, and exert to the 


10 utmoſt of our ability the means he has mn us for 
I the —_ —_ neee 

| Tur Royal Proclamation, by which we are this day 
4 called together, to humble ourſelves before God, and 
WI 

1 j to implore his protection on our fleets and armies, has 
1 | = Its origin in the trueft principles of wiſdom and piety, 
4 | | and is rendered neceſſary by the crimes and ambition 
| _—_ nk our ere | | . 

3 | A . ; JS » 

p | | : , '>4 A . ® 

Ki | On the commencement of the revolution in that 
4 ö | diſtracted country, as no one could conceive that hu» 
1 | aj drains . 
Ih 


E 
man phrenzy could have riſen to the preſent pitch, or 
that ſuch a ſyſtem of deſtruction and extirpation could 
ever have taken place as that which we now deplore, 
the revolutioniſts had many friends in this nation. 
One perſon indeed of the moſt diſtinguiſhed talents 
early ſaw to what their principles would lead them, and 
publiſhed his ſentiments to the world. He was oppo- 
ſed by a hoſt of writers, whoſe zeal for liberty led 
them to vindicate, or at leaſt to palliate, the groſſeſt and 
moſt palpable licentiouſneſs; but whoſe ſyſtems, Ike 
that of the French revolutioniſts, were more ſpecious' 
than ſolid, and however plauſible in theory, were cer- 
tainly incapable of being brought with advantage into 
practice. But it now appears that he underſtoofl/ 
French patriotiſm infinitely better than their adro- 
cates : for ſince he wrote, they have invariably acted 
as if determined to prove the accuracy of his pencil, 
and todo honour to his judgment; ſo. that at this mo- 
ment the Reflections of Mr Burke, which were once. 
conſidered as the mere flights of an impaſſioned rhetor 
ician, are certainly the moſt accurate and correct por- 
trait of the French Revolution. In this caſe, indeed, 
it was ſcarcely poſſible to exaggerate ; for if there were 
any human imagination more fruitful than is to be 
found in the reſt of mankind, and more capable- of 
 conceiving how far human weakneſs and human wick- 


edneſs 


66 BY. 


edneſs can go, that imagination could alone ſacceed 
in a juſt and animated view of the principles of theſe 
politicians, and the infinite enormities thoſe principles 
have produced. They have ſhewn their liberality, (and 
ſome. among us deem them the moſt liberal peo- 
ple in Europe) by cenſuring without ceremony, and 
without knowledge, the beſt governments upon earth, 
and by reviling the beſt of princes as tyrants and deſ- 
pots ; while the moſt auguſt Aſſembly of the Univerſe, 
as they chuſe to call their miſerable Convention, has 
murdered, almoſt without the form of trial, without 
any proof of guilt, and if he eren had been criminal, 
in defiance both of the letter and the ſpirit of one of 
their own deerees, the mildeſt and moſt merciful of 
monarchs.” They have ſpared neither age nor ſex. 
Neither youth, nor beauty, nor innocence could ſoften 
the ferocious hearts of this band of executioners. The 
Tree of Liberty, it ſeems, could not flonriſh, unleſs 
' moiſtened by a deluge of bloed ; and l- have 
Ne made it flow. - 


Ir has loi ad, that we have. 3 to do with 
the affairs of that country; and that whatever eruelties 
and diforders they may commit, we ought to leave them 
to themſelves, But is nothing due to humanity? Is 
it not right to ſave, if poſſible, the worthy and innocent 

| -"" mart 


4 3 1 

part of that unhappy country from the horrors of an 
anarehy ſo odious and tyrannical Put indeed they 
have left ns no choice. They have plainly determined 
to make n conqueſt of all Evrope. Having overrun a 
conſiderable part of the continent, and carried rapine 
and murder and deſolation wherever they went, they 
had correſponded with thofe enemies of all good go- 
vernment, the republican ſocietles of this country ; had 
hid a plan for overturning the conſtitution ; and had 
openly threatened to invade us. Happily for us and 
for all Europe, their ſyſtem of FAT EAN Tv has not 
fucceeded. French brotherhood' enforced by French 
daggers has not been received with the cordiality they 
expected. Thoſe who were ſo unhappy as to taſte it, 
have vomited it up. Their beſt armies and their ableſt 
generals have been e 3 and the invaders are you 
K be Invaded in Turn | 


- AmoxG thoſe who are the advocates of 1 enemies, 
and who reſemble them in religious principle, it will be 
conſidered as rank ſuperſtition to lay, but 1 will ſay i it, 


| that the hand of Providence ſeems now to be interpo- 
eng, and puniſhing theſe enemies of God and man, by 
the hand of their fellow citizens or by the ſword of 

the enemy, for their ſcandalous.impieties, and for that 
deluge of aol A have ſp wantonly ſhed, , Though 
de 
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the preſent flate is not the time of full and complete 
retribution, ĩt could hardly be, that ſuch ſavage 'enor- 
mities, the aſſaſſination of ſo many innocent people, and 
above all, that of their excellent and much-regretted 
fovereign ſhould paſs without ſome ſignal vengeance ; 
which, for the ſake of the reſt of mankind, is as much 
to be wiſhed as it is probable it will take place. It is 
to be wiſhed both for the puniſhment of ſuch wretches, 
and for a warning to future generations; to teach po- 
Itical innovators to be cautious in their attempts to 
overturn long eſtabliſed ſyſlems, when they have none 
ſo good to adopt inſtead of them; and to conſider what 
they are about before they explode 1 in reli - 
gion and government, which for ages had obtained the 
laaction of the beſt and wiſeſt of mankind. . 
Tas government of France certainly demanded re- 
formation. It might indiſputably in many inftances 

have been altered for the better. But is deſtruction re- 
formation? Their government wanted a reform; and 
they, like madmen as they were, over turned it from the 
foundation! Too ſhort ſighted to perceive the mea- 
ſures proper to be adopted for the preſervation of theit 
country by retaining what was good in the oouſtitu- 


tion, and rejecting the reſt, and too volatile and i impe- 


tous to proceed with the neceſſary caution, they 
| precipitated 
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precipitated} and they have ruined every thing. The 


idleſt and moſt faritaſtic propoſitions were at once ſanc- 


tioned by a decree. The laws, multiplied to an infinite 


exceſs, grew up into a monſtrous maſs of confuſion and 
contradiction. What was enacted one day pen 
ed the next; and diſorder and diſtraction have diſtine 


guiſhed their proceedings from the begining to the 
preſent moment. But little better was to be expected 


from politicians many of whom were taken from the 
loweſt of the people, and who commenced their politt 
cal ſtudies by at once entering upon the tafk of legiſ . 


— 


. As for the morals of this people, it is too diſguſting 
to enter into the detail, and to enumerate their blaſ- 
phemies and impieties. But what might have been 
deemed wonderful in any other body of men, in them 
was perfectly in order. It was natural to expect that 
amidſt ſuch multitudes of deiſts and infidels, many 
ſhould carry their views of Liberty into the dark re- 
ceſſes of atheiſm ; and that-traitors to their king ſhould 
become apoſtates from their God, It was therefore 
high time for all Europe to combine againſt this mon- 


ſtrous ſyſtem. It was time that the religious rites of | 


a public humiliation ſhould be appointed; that all who 
are friends. to religion and good government ſhould 
unite 
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unite in imploring the divine bleſüng upon our nation, 
that the deſigns, of theſe and all other jncendiaries, 


within as well as without, theſe” realms, may prove a 


bortive ; and that. neither we nor poſterity may be 
permitted to fall a prey ta the machinations of theſe 
wicked and ynreaſgnable men. In a word, no- 
thing cauld he mare proper than that we ſnould enter 
upon this righteous war with the folemnity of a public 
and religious act; ne wing that we are not aſliamed of 
Jacty-: towards God, but are at the utmoſt diſlance from 


| the prophaneneſs of theſe « filthy dreamers, who defile 


the mb deſpiſe dowinion and * evil ol dig: 
nities. 
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© Wary' Hezekiali ſent his meſfage to Ilaiah, be re- 


ceixed an immediate anſwer. © Thus faith the Lord, 


be nat; afraid of the words that thou haſt heard, 
wherewith the ſervants of the king of Aſſyria have 


bleſphemed me. Behald I will ſend a laſt upon him and 


he tall hear a rumour ;; and return to his own land; and 
J will cauſe him to fall by the ſword in his own land. 
This prediction was fulfilled. Mare than one hundred 
and eighty thouſand Aſſyrians ſmitten by an angel, 
periſhed in one night. The remaining part retreated 
to their own Country, and Sennacherib, as he was wor- 
$ipping in dle hauſe of his god Nifroch, periched by 
| 7 the 


hy 


41 
the hands of two of his ſons, „and Efarhaddon his fog 
reigned in his ſtead. ” EE | 


As we now imitate the example of Hezekiah in 
kymbligg ourſelves before Gad, acknowledging his 


power, and imploring his merciful aſſiſtance, ſo we may 


obſerve that the parallel will equally hold in other re · 
ſpects. Our enemies have not only heard a rumout; 
but have felt the avenging ſword, Juſtice has in part 
overtaken them Their armies have mouldered away. 
Their generals are delerting them. Internal commoy 
tions threaten them in every quarter; and the only 
probability is, that they who have ſo long diſtracted 
the nations, and ſo eagerly thirſted for the blood of 
others will, like Sennacherib, fall by the ſword in 
their own land.“ 


May the melancholy events of this period have 2 
proper Influence upon the inhabitants of this Nation ! 
May we learn to “ fear the Lord and the King, and 
not meddle with them that are given to change; but 
demean ourſelves with benevolence to each other; with 
duty to our Sovereign, and with godlineſs and honeſty 
in all things. Now to God, &c. | 
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